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Founded by Gerald Wayne 
Wheeler, Cabinet Door Shop 
(CDS) is a mid-size cabinet 
door manufacture of high-end 
stock and custom cabinet 
doors, panels, and drawer 
boxes that are sold  
to customers nationwide.   

Business Challenge:    
In 1999, CDS’ Experience 
Modification Rate (EMR),  
a rating system used to  
calculate workers’  
compensation premiums,  
was 0.73.  
 
In December of 2000, an  
employee severely cut his  
finger while using a table  
saw.  Six weeks later, another  
employee with many years of  
experience mangled his hand 
while using a table saw.   
 
The total cost of the workers’  
compensation claims  
 was $95,000 and their EMR 
nearly doubled to 1.42! 
 

Solution: 
In January 2005, Gerald Wheeler replaced his existing table saws with  
SawStop Industrial Cabinet Saws.  Knowing that he had taken major steps  
to create a safer work environment in his shop, Gerald decided it was time  
to shop insurance companies for a more reasonably priced workers’ comp  
policy.  Several companies showed sincere interest and provided quotations. 
After evaluating several different insurance options, Gerald chose an 
insurance company that  absolutely recognized the benefits of replacing 
Cabinet Door Shop’s existing table saws with SawSto p safety technology.   
 
Benefit: 
The outcome of CDS’ safety audit was a huge EMR reduction, down to 0.80.   
In addition, the insurers underwriter authorized the maximum allowable  
discount.  The discount, combined with the already lowered EMR, effectively  
created a new  EMR for Cabinet Door Shop, an astounding 0.61! 
 
So how do those numbers translate into dollars?  Bottom-line: G.W.’s shop 
lowered its annual premiums by $90,000 over a three year period!    

“At the 2000 IWF show in Atlanta . . . finding your  booth and handing my 
Visa card to the first SawStop representative I cou ld find, I said, ‘I want 

two saws now!’  Four months later in a six week tim e span, two employees 
were hurt while using conventional table saws.  Aft er rehabilitation both 
quit due to trauma.  One was an accomplished classi cal guitar player.   
After these incidents, our company was put in Arkan sas Hazardous  

Employee "Rule 32" Program and we lost two great em ployees.   
The medical costs exceeded $90,000!   

Gerald Wayne Wheeler - Founder, Cabinet Door Shop 

“Since Cabinet Door Shop replaced its 
conventional table saws with  

Sawstop  saws, it has been accident free 
and its EMR has dropped to .80.  

 
Sawstop  has been instrumental in helping 

me convince the underwriters to give  
additional credits.  Cabinet Door Shop’s 
cost of workers’ comp insurance, as a  

percentage of payroll, is currently a third 
of what it was a few years ago.” 

Cabinet Door Shop’s Insurance Agent  

Finger Save #38 
In March 2006, Cabinet 
Door Shop employee Carl  
Seymore (left) accidentally 
came into contact with the 
spinning blade while using 
one of the shop’s SawStop 
saws. As seen in the photo, 
the result was just a scratch.   
 
Carl was thrilled and so was 
his company.    
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